Tn brief, the Mecords of the Pennsylvania Boord of Canel
Commissioners are Inveluable archives, indecing the Industry
and the transportation of an era, telling the story of tha pecple,
of the skilled mechanie, the brdlllant invenbor, ond the enginear,
The impresslen on thelr flmes of rnJ.m-*n.. i gares in architecturs,
enginesring, and povernment fs transmit inlinetely through
their thousands of reporis, l=tiers, ch] dey=ty—doy accounis.
Jera we find Governor DeWitt Clinbon of Few York snd his distine—
puished bullder of the Erie Cenal, Benjamdin Wripght; David Bates
Douglass, profgssor of mathenatics al the Hest 1“’-_'111'11:- i litary
beaderpy and desipner of the Crobon Aqueduct for bhe waler supply
of Mew York City:; William Strickland, Philadelphla aveldtect
and anginecr; Joocloh White, one—tine canal eomuwdssioner, inventor,
and leader in She foundstion of the Lehlph Coal and Havipgetion
Compeny; Henmure Boblonoon, toilder of railroads and designer of
loconotive engines; John A. Hoebling, bouilder of suspensiocn
bridges, designer of the fanmous Droollym Bridge: u."u.-u]_'LEu Baldwing
whosa amue long apgo beeane syasnymous wilth locomotive engines;
Fathen 5. Roberts, brillianbt on both the Erie and the Chasapsake
and Chio eanals, plonner c:-f e canal worlks at Pitboburgh;
Willam lnor REobarhs g a young man, assistont and principal
enginesr on jublic .“-:‘.‘r" ’_r:| Fennaylvania and, st the helght of
his caresr, bhe bilder of the transcontinent l11 Horthern Faeific
Falluay.

Tegs striking than such celebrities in the history of arcni-
tectn.re and engincering vere Pennoylvania Governors Francis Down
Shunk, W1liam F. Packer, and Jehn Y. Geary; lut it is true of

each of these bthres that thelr first public services in the Common-—
wenlth were roandered in olsricsl and supervisory capacities for
the Board of Cenal Domnissionars, and that from oearly cansl duties
they rose step by stop into exacutive Ieadarship.

Tt haz seomned worthuhdle, 1]'1-'&‘&1‘.'::-1'-:3, to make the precicus
arehives of the Pennaylvania Foard of Cenal Comnlssioners, 1825 -
1858, more accassible Lo the stodent of hdstory, and I am mast
grateful te Dr. Hobertls M. Cumuings whe devoted iamemeralble
hours of his expert talent in the compilation of this Descrdptive
Indecc of the Canal Conmdiesicnors? Decords.
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